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RUSTENBURG LOSES A LEGEND

Rustenburg — It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing away of legendary artist Bill
McGill on Sunday 17 May.

McGill was born in Greytown in 1934 and arrived
in Rustenburg in January 1944 when he was just
10 years old. While at school at King Edward VII
High School in Johannesburg he was tutored by art
teacher Tommy Mills, who instilled in him his love
of watercolours.

McGill painted in watercolours for more than 65
years and taught art for forty-five years, first at
Rustenburg Technical College and later at his
studio. From 1978 until 1995 he was the owner of
the well-known Studio 5 art gallery in Rustenburg.
A portion of the world-famous Madikwe Game
Reserve once belonged to the McGill family. Bill's
closeness andlove of nature and animals s reflected
in his wildlife paintings and drawings. During
the period 1990 to 1992, Bill was a procurement
agent for many of the artworks for the Lost City
and Entertainment Centre at the Sun City resort
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and sixteen of his paintings grace the bedrooms
of the resort’s hotels. Several of the illustrations
of the book Rustenburg Romance were done by
Bill and, inspired by the stories of Herman Charles
Bosman, he sketched and painted the people and
old buildings of Groot Marico. As a painter, he was
very dedicated to his work and spent between six
to eight hours everyday, painting.

His yearly art exhibition was a highlight on many
calendars and attendees will look back and
remember his well-known guineafowl! dish fondly.
He was a generous man who often offered
paintings to raise money for organisations. A man
of many passions, you would be surprised to know
that he was also a boxer in his younger days. He
had incredible knowledge about various subjects
like birds, trees and animals. He loved to cook and
was a very good host with a great sense of humour.
Each one of his paintings had a story behind it as he
aimed to not only create art, but also to preserve a
part of history. He also published various books on

the history of Rustenburg and some of its families
and carried vast knowledge on the topic.

As a journalist for Platinum Weekly, it was such an
honour to meet Bill McGill. While he was helping me
with information on an article about Rustenburg’'s
history, | realised that this man was about adding
value to everyone he met. He took me on a tour of
his studio where he was preparing for his yearly
exhibition and shared his memories and the stories
behind his paintings. He told me about his journey
to Groot Marico and spoke passionately about the
paintings it inspired. We were sitting at his kitchen
table eating cookies and talking about history. It
truly was a memorable day for me, and | am in
awe of this great man who shared so much of his
knowledge and talent with others.

He will be remembered by everyone who ever got
to know him as a magnificent, smart, passionate
and dedicated man and Rustenburg mourns the
death of this legend.

Platinum Weekly journalist Danika Pretorius
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No vehicles, petrol tankers or people should be near a
block valve chamber or the pipeline markers or servitude.

Transnet Pipelines own, manage and operate an underground network of 3800 km of high pressure petroleum and gas pipelines. The route of the
pipelines is clearly indicated by above-ground markers.

Increasingly, thieves are damaging the pipelines and the associated infrastructure to steal product. This is extremely dangerous, as
perpetrators have lost their lives, caused fire incidents as well as extensive environmental damage. Their actions are also endangering the
lives of people living close to the pipelines and are threatening the security of supply of petroleum products of national importance to South
Africa's economic and development objectives.

The pipeline is classified as essential infrastructure, therefore tampering, or colluding to tamper is a Schedule 5 offence in terms of the
Criminal Matters Amendment Act. Act 18 of 2015. Transnet, in conjunction with specialised law enforcement agencies, are leaving no stone
unturned in ensuring that everyone involved in these theft incidents faces the full might of the law. We have successfully made numerous arrests
and impounded vehicles as part of our integrated crime prevention efforts. The offenders face a minimum of 15 years in jail.

b addition to the various security measures in place, we also appeal, to you, the people who live, work or travel in the vicinity of the pipeline to

report it if you have any knowledge or information of the criminal activities. Help us to protect all communities alongside the pipeline and to
safeguard a service that is essential for our country's economy.

REPORT ANY ACTIVITY IMMEDIATELY BY CALLING

0800203843 OR0313611500 OR SAPS Crime Stop: 08600 10111
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